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Public attitude surveys

10 years experience

27 surveys

Same result?



Support for wind energy
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It’s true …

74% 
of people are in favour of wind energy



Anomalies in trend?

Mynydd yr Hendre only 24% in favour?

• Survey conducted by opposition group
• compromised by the respondents being sent 

'Fact sheets' prepared by the opposition 
group prior to being interviewed



Corrected %age support
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It gets better …

79% 
of people are in favour of wind energy



Common fears

Spoil the scenery

Noise nuisance

House prices

Effects on tourism





Common features

Before and after surveys show:

• General shift in attitude towards the positive
• Many fears proved unfounded

Direct experience provokes a more positive attitude

Closer proximity results in a higher level of support



Newspaper analysis
1 Jan 01 – 31 March 01

Media Groups

Consumer Magazines

Electronic Media

Nationals

Regional



Newspaper analysis
1 Jan 01 – 31 March 01

Overall Trends in Coverage

Positive
47%

Negative
25%

Neutral
28%



Have things changed?
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5 year comparison

Overall shift in balance from negative to positive

• negative coverage drops from 47% to 25%
• positive coverage rises from 29% to 47%
• neutral remains similar from 24% to 28%



Trends by Coverage Type
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Letters to papers

Majority of negative coverage still occurs here

~10% shift in balance towards a more positive attitude

• negative falling from 59% to 51%
• positive rising from 34% to 44% 

Neutral letters fell slightly from 7% to 5%





Negative letters
1 Jan 01 – 31 March 01

Breakdown by author
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A quarter of all anti-wind letters 
published in UK newspapers are 

written by

16    
people

(and one man accounts for 7%)



• Dr John Etherington
• Angela Kelly
• Elizabeth Mann
• Elizabeth Morley
• Alan Nunn
• Ioan M Richard
• Robert Woodward



Letters Analysis 1997 - 2001
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Bias in publications? 

NO evidence for an overall bias towards negativity

However slight bias in regional publication: 
• towards the positive in Scotland
• towards the negative in Wales



Conclusions

Letters continue to serve as local forum 

More good press than bad

We’ve moved on …

… but that doesn’t mean we can stand still



Recognise this?







Look closely ….



www.bwea.com

www.offshorewindfarms.co.uk






