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Introducing
BWEA's new Head
of Grid & Technical
Affairs

In November 2006, Graeme Cooper
joined BWEA, from a background in
the cellular telecoms industry, where
he spent 10 years working on all
aspects of network rollout and project
managing. This ranged from network
planning, land acquisition, engineering
design, local authority planning, site
build, integration and commissioning,
upgrading and grid connections.

For the last two and a half years he
worked at NGW (the wireless arm of
National Grid) in the role of National
Power Group Manager, where he was
responsible for all grid connections

to mobile phone base stations and
the utilisation of NG Pylons in remote
locations for telecoms use.

Graeme’s view is that a lot of his
experience is directly transferable to
the wind energy business and that
indeed, wind now is where telecoms
was 10-12 years ago, and having
overseen much of that development,
he can bring useful ideas and
experience to help further the wind
and marine renewables sector.

In Graeme’s first few weeks he has hit
the ground running and has met with
key players and already responded on
behalf of BWEA to the Beauly-Denny
public enquiry and the open letter on
Regional Power Zones and Innovative
Funding Initiative. Graeme will be
focusing on several key issues over
the coming months, picking up on
the excellent work of Richard Ford,
who left in July. He will begin with

a review and refocus to ensure that
BWEA does the best it can for its
members, and top of that list will be
revitalising the Grid Group. Also on
the agenda will be:

= lobbying government to provide
more tools for the industry to
help deliver on the promises that
government has made on carbon
reduction

= tackling the onshore grid queue to
improve the speed to market for
onshore grid connections

= offshore connections and regulation
including responding to the latest
round of consultations

= working to ensure the right result
on transmission capacity with a
particular focus on the Beauly—
Denny link, as this is absolutely key
to a number of projects.
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