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WHY A DATABASE INITIATIVE?
• Concept first launched in early 2005
• Well accepted by many companies 

within the UK wind industry
• Welcomed by the HSE
• Comparable to initiatives in oil & gas, 

rail and aviation industries
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THE APPROACH
• “User-friendly” software developed by 

BOMEL
• Targeting to look behind details of 

incidents and near events
• Exploring the underlying causes of 

accidents:
– Competence
– Fatigue

• Information exchange all electronic
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Word report forms

Conversion/coding

Quarterly & 
annual reports

Excel analyses

Wind industry practice

CYCLE OF IMPROVEMENT
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IMPORTANT PRINCIPLES
• Confidentiality
• All information is treated as 

confidential and is non attributable
• First stage is to sign a standardised 

Confidentiality Agreement
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INPUTS
• Standard input form includes information 

on incident details, competence of 
persons, time on shift

• Trying to establish behavioural patterns
• Impact potential

– Low
– Medium
– High
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Tab through entries

Drop down pick lists

Recognition of 
impact potential

Competence link 
with training group
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OUTPUTS
• Standard Reports issued to Participating 

Companies on a quarterly basis.  These thus 
remain confidential to these companies.

• Safety Alerts issued as and when required and are 
available in the members’ area on the BWEA 
website.

• An annual report to be issued at the end of each 
year covering high level safety information within 
the industry.  The conclusions are likely to be put 
in the public domain via the BWEA website.
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PARTICIPATING COMPANIES
• Airtricity
• B9 Energy
• EDF Energy
• E.on
• Natural Power
• Npower Renewables
• Scottish Power

…. together 
representing more 
than 50% of UK 
operating wind 
assets ….

and data covering 
development and 
construction phases
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INTERESTED COMPANIES
• Centrica
• GE Energy
• Nordex
• RES
• Scottish & Southern Electric
• Wind Electric
• Your Energy

Can you add your 
name to this list??

www.bwea.com/safety/lessons.html
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WHAT HAVE WE LEARNED TO DATE?

• Disposition of notifications

Typical of other 
industries

2
RIDDOR

16
FIRST AID

43
NEAR INJURY
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OBSERVATIONS
• Fairly high number of slips and trips 

with medium to low consequence
• All accidents/incidents have                 

a cost to the work process
• First report well received
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• Fairly significant issues found:
– Driving from site and to and from site
– Icy conditions with ice falls from blades
– Weather – cold, hot and lightning

• Data steadily coming in, enabling specific 
conclusions to be drawn and actions 
recommended over coming months and 
years

NEAR EVENTS
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• Five have been recorded since 
November 2004
– Suitability of lifting equipment at sea
– Control of machine overspeeding
– Security of nacelle hatch covers
– Need for regular blade inspections
– Working with lifting equipment

SAFETY ALERTS
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CONCLUSIONS SO FAR
• The BWEA lessons learnt Database is up 

and running.  More data needs to be 
submitted to enable specific analysis and 
risks to be identified

• A good response from participating 
companies

• More UK companies welcome to join
• We are being watched with interest by wind 

colleagues in Europe who have requested 
details
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FOR MORE INFORMATION:
• See Rod, Helen or Lisa following this 

session

OR

www.bwea.com/safety/lessons.html
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www.bwea.com/safety/

Intro H&S Guidelines
-Update in hand
-New CDM

Safety Alerts

Safety Seminars

Wind Turbine Safety 
Rules

Lessons Learnt Database

Training Accreditation 
Scheme
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