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Scope

• UK Military Low Flying System
• Conflicts with Windfarms
• Assessment Process
• Stats
• Residual Concerns



UK Military Low 
Flying System 

(LFS)



Low Flying Heights

Helicopters GL-100ft

FJ OLF 100ft

Large FW OLF 150ft

FW Low Flying 250ft



Windfarms Vs Low Flying

• Tactical Training Areas
• Dedicated User Areas
• Spadeadam Electronic Warfare Tactics Range
• Air Weapons Ranges
• System conflicts





Information Required

• Size/area of windfarm
• Number of turbines
• Turbine layout
• Size of turbines



Assessment Process

• Coarse assessment
– Position information vital at this stage

• Refined assessment
• Initial response
• Further consultation
• Site visit
• 3-D simulation



Factors Considered

• Topography
• Proximity to LFA/TTA boundary
• Proximity to other obstructions
• Proximity to avoidance areas
• Effect on recognised routes/flightpaths
• Proliferation





Low Flying Stats

 2005 2006 
TOTAL ASSESSED 666 449 
TOTAL CONCERNS 52 31 

7T CONCERNS 4 2 
14T CONCERNS 5 2 (1) 
20T CONCERNS 22 (9) 13 (11) 

SPADEADAM CONCERNS 8 6 
OTHER CONCERNS 13 8 

 
Figures in brackets are number of proposals that were not  
objected to at the initial proposal stage in these areas 



Residual Concerns

• Marking of windfarms on Low Flying Charts
• Lighting of turbines
• Cumulative impact



Questions?
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